ARTIST-MUSEUM PARTNERSHIP ACT
UPDATE:  03/29/10
Efforts to enact the Artist-Museum Partnership Act resumed at the beginning of the 111th Congress in January 2009.  The language of the bill is identical to previous versions introduced since 1999.  
The bill numbers are:


House:

H.R. 1126

Senate:

S. 405
House and Senate bills have identical titles as well as identical legislative provisions.  (Prior to 2007, the House bill’s title was “Artists’ Contribution to American Heritage Act.”)

Chief sponsors are Reps. John Lewis (D-GA) and Todd Russell Platts (R-PA) in the House, and Sens. Patrick Leahy (D-VT) and Robert Bennett (R-UT) in the Senate.  
CURRENT STATUS:
The bills have been referred to the Finance and Ways and Means Committees in the Senate and House, respectively.  Opportunities may arise at irregular intervals over the course of the 111th Congress to attach “stand-alone” provisions such as the artist bill to larger pieces of tax legislation.  These intervals are impossible to predict, and action can come in several different ways (e.g., during committee deliberation or during consideration by the full House or Senate).  The chance of inclusion in a larger tax vehicle increases when stand-alone bills have garnered impressive lists of co-sponsors.  As of the end of March 2010, the bills have 79 House supporters and 23 in the Senate.
The cost of the bill has been officially calculated several times over the years with widely varying results, ranging from less than $5 million per year to more than $20 million.

For lists of current cosponsors in the Senate and House, please see document on AAMD website titled “Artist Bill Cosponsor List 111th Congress.”  For detailed legal information on the bill, please see document “AAMD Recommendations.”

If you would like to contact your members of Congress and would like more information, or if you have any questions,  please contact Andy Finch at 202-638-4530, afinch@aamd.org.

